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Massachusetts National Guard Begins Reimbursing Soldiers 
 

MILFORD, Mass. -- The Massachusetts National Guard filed a report with the United States District 

Court in Boston Friday, outlining its progress in reimbursing soldiers due additional compensation as a 

result of force protection missions in the commonwealth following the attacks of Sept. 11.   

 

In the report, the National Guard informed Judge Richard Stearns that 50 of approximately 300 soldiers 

who are due some payment for out-of-pocket expenses incurred during their activation received 

disbursements through the Defense Finance and Accounting Service in Cleveland, Ohio. The 

remaining disbursements are being made on an ongoing basis. 

 

The average amount paid to each of the 50 soldiers was approximately $2,900. The largest amount 

paid to a soldier was $10,882 and the smallest amount was $162. These payments are in addition to 

the Basic Allowance for Housing and Basic Allowance for Subsistence, ranging from $18,000 to 

$24,000 per year, each soldier had already received with his or her original pay.   

 

The payments were based on the Joint Federal Travel Regulation, which defines per diem rates based 

on the type of duty performed.  Since government housing was available and used, most soldiers 

received the actual amount paid out of pocket, which was six to ten dollars per night.  Cost of meals 

was reimbursed as allowed by the Joint Federal Travel Regulation. Some soldiers were compensated 

appropriately from the start and did not receive any additional payment.     

 

Initially, the Massachusetts National Guard planned to conduct workshops to help soldiers file for any 

additional compensation they may be due, but at the first such workshop it became clear that many 

soldiers didn’t have copies of all the documentation that would be needed. 
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“We decided the best way to proceed was to relieve the burden on soldiers by going back through the 

duty logs, lodging receipts and other documentation we had, reconstructing the soldiers’ work 

schedules and reimbursing them based on that information,” said Maj. Anthony Sciaraffa, an attorney 

for the Massachusetts National Guard. He noted that workshops will still be held for soldiers with 

questions about the process. 
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